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A publication of events happenings at SOSD

M any animals have been the subject of abandonment 
due to in-breeding and irresponsibility on the 
owners’ part. Xavier and Xenia were two little puppies, 

siblings who were found in a rubbish dump, stacked amongst 
discarded waste. Both Xavier and Xenia had such gentle and calm 
personalities that made it hard for us to give up on them. 

SOSD found them when they were only about 1.5 months 
old — the two puppies were still so young but were cruelly 
abandoned. Both of them were not mongrels as Xavier looked 
like a Pomeranian mix. However, their tiny bodies soon fell prey 
to Canine Distemper, a deadly virus that claims the lives of over 
90% of infected puppies. Early and updated vaccinations can 
help in the prevention of the disease. 

Xenia first succumbed to the deadly disease as it ravaged her 
already weakened immune system. We were heartbroken at the 
bleak news as the both of them shared a very close bond. 

Canine Distemper is a viral infection that affects the dog’s 
respiratory, gastrointestinal and central nervous systems, and the 

conjunctival membranes of its eyes. Signs of Canine Distemper 
include coughing and thick mucus discharge from the eyes and 
nose, with fever, diarrhoea and vomiting. Xavier also tested 
positive for Canine Distemper, but hadn’t showed any symptoms 
of the virus yet. 

We had another uphill task, which was to find a fosterer for 
Xavier as we were unable to house him at our SOSD Rehabilitation 
Centre for fear of infecting our other dogs, as the virus can be 
spread through urine, saliva and blood. Xavier found himself 
being cared for by a kind-hearted fosterer and several SOSD 
volunteers instead, who took turns to look after him. 

Despite battling Canine Distemper, Xavier still amazed us with 
his tenacity and playfulness. With his large round eyes, he went 
around asking for hugs and affection, just like a normal healthy 
puppy. With his fighting spirit and strong will, he fought the 
disease with every ounce of energy left in him and his eyes always 
seemed to tell us, “Please don’t give up on me, please continue to 
love me; I will make it through this darkest hour.” We continued 
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to provide the best care and love for Xavier to accompany him 
through this ordeal. 

Xavier’s darkest hours were his fluctuating and weakening 
immune system, which meant he had his good days where he 
was active and playful, and other days when he remained very ill 
and showed signs of lethargy. Still, Xavier gave his all in fighting 
against this deadly disease by always using his gentle round eyes 
to communicate with us — that he was grateful and appreciated 
those that were sacrificing their time and efforts in caring for him. 

Soon, we felt Xavier slowly slipping away from us as the 
disease made him extremely weak and affected his neurological 
system, resulting in twitching which made him uncomfortable. 
He was also hospitalised and given the best intensive treatment. 
We refused to give up on Xavier as he was still courageously 
battling Canine Distemper, and that we should be with him till 
the very end. 

After three months of fighting the disease, Xavier sadly passed 
on, but he did so surrounded by the many people who cared for 
him. Previously a stray, he has found a forever home in the hearts 

of those that had cared and journeyed with him. The harsh reality 
is that there are many puppies that are still being abandoned on 
the streets. 

Xavier and Xenia might have departed prematurely, but they 
have left a legacy larger than themselves — to see a decrease 
in abandonment cases and for people to come forward with 
sincere intentions to adopt an animal instead of buying one 
from the pet shop. 

The irresponsible and cruel act of abandonment has resulted 
in the loss of many innocent lives. SOSD has always strived to 
reiterate the need for responsible ownership, and we hope that 
animals do not have to go through such a traumatic experience of 
facing abandonment. 

“Goodbye, dear Xavier. You captured the hearts of thousands 
during your short time on earth. Even though you were so little, 
you gave a fight which few could match. 

You are no longer a stray. Your last wish, to have a home to call 
your own, was finally granted. You are finally free now. We will 
miss you dearly.” 
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Suzy Coco might not have had the best lot in life, but she 
certainly departed in peace and happiness, ensconced 
in the generous love lavished upon her by adopters Lan 

Hua and Martin. The 10-year-old Shih Tzu was heartlessly 
abandoned early last year — perhaps as part of the Chinese 
New Year “spring cleaning”. Luckily for her, she was cared 
for by a loving fosterer, and subsequently adopted by Lan Hua 
and Martin, despite having less than two years left — she had a 
preexisting medical condition that meant death was imminent. 

For the couple, helping a needy dog superseded luxuries like 
holidays, and Lan Hua felt they could always make do with less. 
Suzy Coco succumbed to a heart attack and crossed the rainbow 

bridge on 8 January. 

“The most terrible poverty is 
loneliness, and the feeling of 

being unloved.”  
— Mother Teresa

When she was 
first rescued 
last year

Post adoption: 
happy and loved 



To put it together, GDV is an acute and life-threatening 
condition that results when the stomach expands and rotates, 
leading to trapped gas and increased pressure within the stomach 
that causes the bloating sensation.

It is important to seek veterinary advice immediately, before 
attempting first aid to prevent worsening the dog’s condition. 
Surgery may be required to reposition the stomach and examine 
the neighbouring tissue for damage. The stomach wall could be 
damaged when there is a lack of blood circulating to the stomach. 
The mortality rate is 25-30% for GDV sufferers, hence please seek 
medical attention ASAP if you suspect your dog is not feeling well. 

If GDV is not detected and treated quickly, complications 
such as shock, respiratory distress and heart problems may 
result. A distended stomach may compress the thoracic cavity, 
inhibit diaphragmatic movement and possibly weaken the heart 
as it has to pump harder. The spleen could also be affected, since 
it is attached to the wall of the stomach. 

Signs and symptoms
The dog may exhibit signs such as an enlarged abdomen, 
salivation, restlessness and sometimes, depression. There may 
also be unsuccessful vomiting as the twisted stomach prevents the 
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HEALTH 
IN 
FOCUS

GASTRIC DILATION 
AND VOLVULUS 
SYNDROME (GDV):
Gastric = stomach
Dilation = expansion
Volvulus = misrotation/twisting

gas from escaping though the gastroesophageal tract. 
Risk of GDV appears to increase with age and in dogs who 

have one large meal daily and/or exercise vigorously before/after 
meals. The medical history of the dog and their relatives would be 
helpful in diagnosis as well. 

Diagnosis and treatment
The vet may recommend X-rays to confirm the diagnosis. He/
she may also run other tests such as monitoring the dog’s blood 
glucose, electrolytes and serum lactate levels. 

Upon confirmation of GDV, it is important that the circulating 
blood volume is replenished (e.g. IV drips) and the gas released 
from the stomach, prior to surgery. A tube will also be inserted 
into the stomach to allow gastric gas to escape.

GDV may recur after treatment, hence if the dogs have a higher 
risk of GDV recurrence, a procedure known as gastropexy may be 
performed. This involves attaching the stomach wall to the body 
to prevent future twisting. 

It is also advised that GDV sufferers have multiple small meals 
throughout the day. They should refrain from exercising before/
after meals. They should also avoid drinking large volumes of 
water at once. 



ADOPT 
ME!

OUTREACH 
@ SOSD

Shakespeare will make a 
great house dog — he loves to 
play and run around chasing his 
toy, but will also lie around and 
chill out on a lazy afternoon. 
He likes good company and 
is very food motivated. Grass 
trained. He plays quite rough 
and tends to react to smaller 
dogs. He does have a tendency 
of getting jealous and being 
possessive over his humans — 
hence, he will do better as the 
only dog in the family (if not, 
with a dog of a bigger size and 
a firm owner).  

Shakespeare is not HDB-approved.

Rescued over a year ago, Udon has transformed from a nervous, 
snapping, untrusting boy to a loving, licky, hug-loving pet once 
he knows and trusts his handler. However, some things haven’t 
changed — he still growls when he is uncomfortable with physical 
contact in certain areas, and his front paws are off limits for most 
people. Udon is a dog you have to get to know before you realise 
what an intelligent and loyal furkid he is. He understands ‘sit’, 
‘stay’, ‘stop’, ‘here’ and ‘let’s go’, and walks well on short leash. 

Udon is HDB-approved under project ADORE.

Team Outreach headed to Elite Student Care at Hougang 
with our Dogfficer. Jasmine, on 27 Nov 2014. Jasmine was 
the star of the show, catching the attention of all the students. 
The students made it a point to keep quiet as they did not want 
to frighten Jasmine on her first outreach mission to educate 
the younger generation on the misconceptions the public 
have on her, as well as her friends. It was a fruitful trip as our 
volunteers, Meiyi and Jason, answered many questions that 
the students had.

Email rehoming@sosd.org.sg if you are keen to meet 
Shakespeare or Udon!
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Udon, five-year-old Miniature 
Pinscher-JRT cross, male

Shakespeare, 10 months 
old, male

Our newly minted dogfficer goes to Elite Student Care! 

Making merry at 
Hollandse School!
Together with our 
dogfficers, Meatloaf and 
Pancake, the outreach 
team visited Hollandse 
School! The school 
adopted SOSD as their 
beneficiary to the yearly 
Christmas fundraising 
event! 

A Christmas tree was 
set up, and with a small 
donation, the children 

decorated the tree with dog treats! 
Around 450 children, ranging from 4-12 years old, gave us 

a warm welcome and donated a total of $917.45 to our cause.



A PHOTOGRAPHIC 
PERSPECTIVE

I started volunteering with SOSD as a 
pack walk member with the Sunday 
team, which I’m still in now. As a 

photographer myself with more than 
20 years of experience in this field, 
there is always a thought that swims 
in my mind: “What can I do to 
improve adoption rates? How can I 
increase exposure for the dogs and 
let the public see how beautiful they 
are?”

Eventually, I started taking 
pictures of the dogs that I walked 
with, and ended up with more and more 
photos of them. I always believe that a 
great picture tells a million words — if the 
dogs have better photos taken of them, there is 
a higher chance for them to be adopted. More adopted 
dogs means we can save more strays. Days and months went by, 
and my belief turned out to be right. There was greater public 
awareness for our dogs and adoption rates did go up.

Well, the most memorable moments happen when you are 
too attached to a dog, and you are simultaneously sad and 
happy to see them leave. There was a dog named Brandy whom 
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Andrew, head of SOSD’s photography team, shares his experiences on being the man behind the lens.

I truly loved, and when his adopter came 
to pick him, my tears just turned on. 

Brandy was the first dog that made me 
cry. Unfortunately, dogs don’t live 

long lives, unlike humans. I always 
treasure the time I spend with all 
of our dogs, be it a photoshoot 
or pack walk session, because 
you never know when they will 
suddenly leave this world.

To me, there aren’t many 
challenges when it comes to taking 

photos of them — the most challenging 
task is to set up a photo database for 

all of our dogs, as I have too many dogs 
to shoot, edit and upload within one to two 

months. In the meantime, I am still taking photos 
for all of SOSD’s events, which takes up a lot of my time. 

After I took over as the IC of the photography team, my days 
became more and more busy. Fortunately, I’ve now set up a photo 
and video team for SOSD, and they have been doing extremely 
well with lots of passion and commitment towards SOSD. I would 
sincerely like to thank them for all the hard work they have gone 
through with me and really appreciate their time.



PET EXPO 2015
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Come join us at Pet Expo 2015!

If you’re thinking of adopting a dog, come on down! Join adoption partners ALL, 
SPCA, SOSD and many others at this weekend drive in finding your pawfect match.

A lineup of informative and educational activities awaits, ranging from seminars to 
contests and hands-on workshops! You can even show off your dogs at competitions 
on site! It will be a fun-filled day for all dog lovers. The Pet Expo 2015 promises to be 
nothing less of a pet-ducational fair all animal lovers will love.

Don’t miss out this speed-dating encounter with the dogs at EXPO Hall 8, 20–22 
March (Fri–Sun) from 11am to 9pm.

See you there!

Date: 
20-22 

March 2015 
Venue: 

Expo Hall 8


