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We adopted Robin in December 2012 — and these two 
years have been an unbelievable journey that has 
surpassed our wildest imagination.

Right from the get-go, we had a clear objective: we wanted 
our kids to be more confident around and compassionate 
towards animals. Dogs naturally came to our mind. However, 
we never considered buying because our local animal shelters 
were already bursting at the seams with never-ending rescue 
work. To us, adoption was clearly the only option. So when our 
girl turned three months young, we started our search.

We specifically wanted to adopt a local breed because they 
are often perceived by many people to be fierce, dirty and 
unfriendly. We were determined to show that that perception 
is incorrect and, on the contrary, we believe that local breeds 
would make outstanding pets and can live in harmony with 
young children. This led us to SOSD and that’s how we adopted 
Robin (now renamed Joy).

As first-time owners, we found the first few weeks challenging. 
He chewed on a few pillows, ripped a few blankets and was fearful 
everywhere he went. However, with daily walks and regular 
socialisation with other dogs, his confidence grew, and soon he 
earned a place in our bedroom. The neighbourhood started to 
notice his progress, and praise poured in for Joy — a local breed 
for being so calm and well behaved. It was encouraging to witness 
the changing perceptions of our neighbours.

And it was at this time that we received an SOS call!
A neighbour contacted me and asked what my secret to 

well-behaved dogs was, as she needed help with her shiba inu. 
Although I had no secret, we got together and sent an SOS call 
to Cesar Millan. A few weeks later, Cesar Millan paid us a visit. 
And just like that, the filming of Cesar to the Rescue Asia began, 
and Joy, a local breed, spearheaded the rehabilitation of a 
neighbour’s dog. 

When a local breed can be on a global NatGeo show to help 
rehabilitate another dog, the truth that our local breed can be 
in all our homes — landed or otherwise — becomes starkly 
obvious. Let’s rally together for our local breed. 

Maybe by now, you are starting to feel that everything 
sounds too easy. Yes, it is easy if you are willing to put in the 
hard work and commitment. But isn’t that also the same way to 
build a deep relationship between man and man’s best friend?  

With this story, I hope I can highlight three important messages.
 
1. Don’t give your dog up just because kids are on the way. I have two 
toddlers and they bond with Joy! Your dog will never give up on you; so 
don’t give up on him!

2. If you are unable to adopt, please don’t discriminate against mongrels. 
Tell a friend who might want to get a dog to consider a local breed. 

3. Please don’t buy. Opt to adopt our local breeds instead — I am sure 
that a mongrel will take you on an unbelievable journey that will 
surpass your wildest imagination!
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Jei tells us what it’s like living with Robin Joy — of Cesar Millan fame — and shares three pertinent messages through his story.  
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Moments of mischief. 

In Joy’s first weeks at 
Jei’s home, he chewed up 
pillows and blankets. 

Joy with The Dog 
Whisperer, Cesar Millan.
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Of late, poodles have been found abandoned and 
wandering the streets at night. It was very fortunate of 
Pansy to be picked up and rescued by a member of the 

public, because any later, she would have probably lost her life.
Pansy is a 10-year-old poodle. She was found together 

with her younger brother, Pebbles. The poodle pair was found 
to be sickly. Pansy, the older of the two, was passing out awfully 
odorous blood when she was first rescued. She was found to be 
stricken with tick fever and had masses that were suspected to be 
cancerous in both her bladder and stomach. An ear infection, a 
blind eye with increased pressure, poor dentition and intestinal 
infection were all discovered upon her check-up at the vet. She 
could hardly eat any food as all her teeth were shaky.

Anyone would be baffled as to why an owner would treat 
their poodle in such a way. It was truly heartbreaking to see 
Pansy in such a state. Her swollen teats suggested she was 
an ex-breeding dog who spent her life caged up, producing 
puppies till the day she could no longer provide riches for her 
breeder. After which, she was probably left out on the streets 
to live out the remaining days of her life. This was clearly 

PANSY’S STORY
Dogs at the hands of unethical breeders often suffer years of unspeakable horrors. Pansy was found 
wandering aimlessly one night with her brother Pebbles, in extremely poor health. This is her story. 

apparent as Pansy did not dare to venture far out, as well as 
not being able to climb stairs. Yet amazingly, she trustingly 
comes to you when called, and her excitement would glisten 
when people are around.

As a result of all that Pansy has been through, she does 
not have much time left. A friend of ours was planning to buy 
a poodle puppy for his daughter as she had been asking him 
for one. We decided to show him pictures of Pansy, and he has 
so kindly taken her in! With the help from Han Lee, her eyes 
have never been brighter, her breath fresher, and her intestinal 
infection treated. Her blood tests have improved although they 
are still below normal levels. Pansy still has a minor infection but 
she has stopped pooping blood and can walk better! Although 
she is of a grand age, we believe it’s never too late to start to love 
and live life. Han Lee has also promised to show and educate his 
daughter on what goes on in the puppy mill industry.

Pansy’s care comes at a high cost due to her expensive 
prescription diet. If you would like to donate to her medical bills 
and her food, please do so at: http://sosd.org.sg/donation/, and 
indicate that your donation is for Pansy. 



Being a pet owner means monitoring your fur baby’s health and looking out for 
any warning signs. It is important to monitor your dog’s stool regularly because 
diarrhea in dogs can take the form of softer stool or full-on watery diarrhea. Other 
common symptoms that your dog might present in addition to diarrhea include 
straining while defecating, unusual odor, and gas. One of the most common causes 
of mild diarrhea in dogs is inappropriate ingestion. If you think your dog has eaten 
animal feces, grass trimmings, garbage, or spoiled food in the past day or two, this 
may be what is causing his discomfort. Other more serious causes of diarrhea 
include parvovirus infection (this would usually include vomiting, diarrhea, 
and fever, and it is much more common in young dogs), parasites (roundworm, 
hookworm, tapeworms, etc.), and bacteria such as E. Coli or Salmonella. It is very 
important to keep up to date with all your dog’s annual vet visit, vaccinations, and 
monthly heartworm pills.

The safest course of action is to consult your vet when your dog has any type of 
diarrhea. A quick phone call can put your mind at ease, and your vet might have 
some home remedies for you to try before coming in for further testing. In some 
mild cases, you can withhold food for 24 hours and your dog’s diarrhea will resolve 
itself. However, if the diarrhea is accompanied by vomiting, lethargy, or pain, or 
if her stool is tinged with blood or mucous, take her to the vet immediately for 
further examination.
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HEALTH 
IN 
FOCUS

DIARRHEA IN DOGS

HOW CAN YOU TREAT 
DIARRHEA IN YOUR DOG? 

ADOPT ME!

She may come across as timid and shy 
— loud noises startle her and she might 
seem aloof to strangers — but once she 
warms up to you, there’s no denying the 
love pouring forth from her beautiful 

brown eyes.  
Cola is HDB-approved.

Cola, two years old, female

Skyler was rescued with three other 
sisters from a shipyard, and all the girls 
have since found homes, except Skyler. 
All of them have great temperaments 
— sweet, affectionate and friendly. We 
wonder why no one has come forth to 
adopt Skyler as he would make a great 
family dog — having grown up with kids, 
Skyler is totally fine being around young 
kids. He has medium energy levels, and 
would make a good jogging companion 
as well, if only he gets his chance. 
Skyler is not HDB-approved.

Email rehoming@sosd.org.sg if you are 
keen to meet Cola or Skyler.

Skyler, 11 months old, 
male (sterilised)



An adoption drive is one of our best avenues to find 
homes for our dogs, as people usually feel more 
attached and in love with our dogs after they have seen 

and interacted with them. As such, we try to hold drives on 
a monthly basis, at locations spread across Singapore. It is 
no mean feat organising an adoption drive as there are many 
aspects to be dealt with for a drive to be successful. We usually 
have to go down and assess the place before deciding to hold 
a drive there, as accessibility is a major concern for us, as well 
as for the public whom we want to attract. One of the biggest 
problems we face when organising an adoption drive is the 
lack of transport volunteers to ferry our dogs to and fro. More 
often than not, the dogs selected to attend the drive depend on 
the availability of the transport volunteers. 

I started organising adoption drives for SOSD Singapore 
when my Rehoming Team IC asked for help to organise an 
adoption drive for PetExpo 2014. As a new member of the 
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Adoption drives are a great way for potential adopters to meet our furkids, but it’s no mean feat to organise one. 
Celene, our rehoming IC for adoption drives, shares her experiences.

Rehoming Team, I took the chance and gladly volunteered to 
help organise the drive then. This was also how I slowly became 
the person in-charge of organising every subsequent drive that 
came along. It isn’t always easy as I have to communicate with 
many people prior to the drive to ensure that everything goes as 
planned. However, things do not always go as planned. At one of 
our recent adoption drives that was held at the rooftop car park 
of People’s Park Complex, I prepared 18kg of ice to be placed 
in water for the dogs and people, as well as tentages to shield 
us from the humid weather, as our drive was to be held from 
2pm-5pm. Alas, instead of being a sunny afternoon, it poured 
heavily that day, and we had to evacuate everyone – members of 
the public, our volunteers and dogs – to a sheltered area. By the 
time everyone was out of the rain, it was almost 5pm, and we had 
to pack up and prepare to leave too. I’m really thankful for our 
team of volunteers, who helped me through it all. Running an 
adoption drive is definitely not a one-man show. 

MEET AND GREET
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ADOPTION DRIVE 
@ SUNNY HEIGHTS

LIGHT 
UP 
YOUR 
LIFE 
RUN

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

What better way to spend a Sunday afternoon than to enjoy a 
spot of greenery and meet a few cuddly furries? Join us for our 
adoption drive at Sunny Heights (110 Turf Club Road), you 
might just find your furever after there!

Our first-ever charity run promises to be a pawsome night 
of great fun as we, in collaboration with Assisi Hospice, get 
together to raise funds for two great causes. Titled “Light Up 
Your Life”, the event celebrates the shared mission of both 
charities to heal, to bring comfort and to bring hope to those 
in need. 

Canines and humans alike are welcome to participate in this 
great workout! The dog-and-human category is a leisurely 2km, 
while individuals can choose either the 5km or 10km category 
(depending on how fit or ambitious you are!).

Register now at www.lightupyourliferun.com

Date: 
3 October 

Venue: 
Big Splash, East 

Coast Park
Time: 

5pm-11pm (TBC)

OUTREACH 
@ SOSD

Over the past months, it is evident that our outreach programme 
has been engaged in work featuring more mainstream schools 
such as East View Secondary School, Nanyang Girls’ High School, 
Edgefield Secondary School as well as Catholic Junior College! It 
is indeed exciting to work with youths for their values-in-action/

Date: 
12 July 
Venue: 

Sunny 
Heights

Time: 
1-5pm

service learning in schools! We are expanding our resources to 
cater to more of such activities.

On top of that, Team Outreach also went to the universities! 
We are currently working on separate projects with NUS and SIM 
University!


