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Emm was a stray left homeless after the Punggol 
construction site she was living in closed down.

When Emm was rescued, she presented with a very 
serious skin condition that caused her fur to be patchy and bald. 
After going through rehabilitation for a few months, Emm was 
ready to be rehomed. Given her untrusting nature, Pat, her 
rescuer, had doubts about her ever finding a home.

Nicole, Jack, and their now four-year-old son En, 
were looking to adopt an adult dog that was calm and not so 
hyperactive. Emm seemed to fit the bill, so on their initial visit 
to the shelter, she was introduced to them. Little did they know 
it was love at first sight for En. No amount of subsequent visits 
to adoption drives full of cute and adorable puppies could waver 
En’s decision. His eyes were set on Emm.

To prepare for her homestay, En prepared soft toys from 
his collection — almost as if welcoming a younger sibling into 
his life. He was extremely elated at her arrival and made sure 
necessities and treats were at hand.

As Emm had never been in such close proximity with humans, 
her stay was filled with fear and uncertainty. She would become 
frantic, snap and growl at En and his family. As En is very young, 
his mother — Nicole — naturally, got very worried for his safety. 
It was a stressful period, which made Nicole contemplate on 
giving Emm up. Emm would urinate whenever she got scolded or 
got extremely scared, which made it a challenge to scold her.

“Emm is just scared, really really scared”, En would say. How 
could a child so young understand this stray so well? 

Over the past year, En has taught Emm how to trust them. Her 
second chance in life with his family has transformed her from 
cowering in fear to being affectionate and loving to all around her. 
She’s the sweetest dog once she opens up her heart to you. 

Today, En and Emm are the best of friends. And it looks like 
they will be for life.

This story proves one thing: Saving a dog wouldn’t change the 
world, but it would change their world; and that is EVERYTHING.

Adopt, don’t shop.
 

The story of En and Emm exemplifies how the most unwavering and unbreakable of friendships are built on patience and trust.



Project Sound is a “Trap, Neuter, Release, Manage” 
project initiated by SOSD to sterilise dogs in Ubin 
and nearby fish farms so as to manage Ubin’s dog 

population. “SOUND” stands for “Sterilisation Of Ubin and 
Neighbouring Dogs”.

In August 2014, a feeder requested our help to rescue a 
sick dog. We evacuated, treated and released her back to Ubin, 
and started getting to know the lovely kampong dogs. Soon 
after, within a span of a few weeks, 15 puppies were abandoned 
on four separate occasions. We decided we had to start a TNR 
programme, while taking the opportunity to investigate the 
source of puppy abandonment. 

After conducting our initial dog census, it was estimated 
Ubin had approximately 100 dogs, which included 21 stray 
puppies born in the past year. That number is now reduced, as 
many dogs have been evacuated due to illness, and are either 
recovering under foster care or awaiting adoption. Some 
puppies have been rehomed. A few have unfortunately crossed 
over the rainbow bridge. 

We were thankful that an estimated 40+ dogs had already 
been sterilised by Animal Lovers League with the assistance of 
independent animal rescuers. 

As at September 2015, SOSD has sterilised 62 Ubin and 
fish-farm dogs. This has prevented hundreds and thousands 
of unwanted puppies, and the abandonment rate has dropped 
to zero since January this year.  

It is believed that dogs are abandoned by people either 
from Ubin or the fish farms surrounding Ubin. There are over 
60 fish farms nearby, some of which are but a doggy paddle or 
boat ride away. 

Earlier this year, AVA started implementing dog-licensing 
requirements at fish farms for the very first time. We started 
offering free sterilisation and microchipping of dogs to fish 

farmers in order to ease their licensing-fee burden (sterilised 
dogs cost SGD15 to license instead of a hefty SGD90). This 
also prevents unwanted litters and ensures traceability for 
abandoned dogs. 

We have also evacuated 28 dogs, which are either injured, 
sick, abandoned or puppies of unwanted litters. We reunited 
four pups with their mom, rehomed five other pups and three 
fish-farm pups are awaiting their forever homes. We also try 
to educate the residents and caregivers about the benefits of 
sterilisation as well as common dog illnesses affecting Ubin 
dogs, such as tick fever and heartworm.

PROJECT 
SOUND

 



Heartworms are parasitic worms that infect the heart and arteries of 
dogs. All dogs are at risk of contracting this fatal disease if it is not detected 
at an early stage. The disease is spread through a female mosquito’s bite, 
and the infection will spread through the dog via the mosquito larvae. The 
female mosquito then goes on to infect other dogs by depositing more 
mosquito larvae via contact with their skin. 

Over the course of the infection, the mosquito larvae grow and migrate 
into the heart and arteries of the dogs. Dogs with heartworm require 
immediate medical attention as it can lead to multiple complications, such 
as heart, lung, liver and kidney failure. 

Dogs with heartworm usually have no signs of infection, but with 
more worms congesting the heart and lungs of the dog, symptoms such as 
a persistent cough may emerge. As the severity of the disease increases, 
the dog may feel fatigued easily, pass out from loss of blood to the brain, 
and abnormal lung activity might be detected. Fluid retention might occur 
in parts of the dog’s body and most dogs die if the disease is left untreated. 

A series of x-rays, blood samples and veterinary assessment are 
needed to detect and treat heartworm, which include injections to kill the 
heartworms. However, the easiest way to prevent heartworm is to go for 
regular veterinary check-ups and vaccinations to ensure the well-being 
of the dog. 

Dogs that undergo heartworm treatment need to be placed in a quiet 
environment to recuperate and should avoid exercising until the dog 
is heartworm-free as exercise places stress on the heart, which can be 
deadly if the infection is still present. It is important to consult with your 
veterinarian regarding heartworm-prevention chewable pills, which can 
be given to dogs to prevent the silent and potentially fatal disease. 

HEALTH 
IN 
FOCUS

PREVENTION OF HEARTWORM IN DOGS

ADOPT ME!

Emma loves going for walks, chasing the birds 
and taking in all the new sights and sounds. 
As she is still young, she has a lot of energy, 
so she tends to tug during walks — but with a 
firm and consistent owner, that can definitely 
be corrected. She enjoys company from both 
people and dogs, and is friendly to them. 
Emma is also food-motivated, so training her 
wouldn’t be too hard. All you need is energy, 

time and lots of patience! 

Emma, 8 months old

Sarsi has come a long way from the days 
when she used to cower in the corner of her 
enclosure, and not allowing anyone to get 
close. She was afraid of humans, but was never 
aggressive. Beneath the shy exterior was a 
sweet, curious girl waiting to emerge — and 
after months of rehabilitation, Sarsi now goes 
on pack walks too and happily runs to the gate 
of her enclosure whenever she sees familiar 
people. Sarsi has so much love to give, and 
she’s finally ready for a forever home she can 
call her own!
Sarsi is not HDB-approved.

If you are keen on adopting either Emma or 
Sarsi, please email rehoming@sosd.org.sg

Sarsi, 3 years old 



Since young, I’ve always envisioned myself saving many 
stray animals in this world and owning a vast expanse 
of land to give them a forever home. I must admit that 

I’m not a person who can endure sweatiness and therefore, 
I chose to volunteer with the fundraising team instead of a 
role that would allow me to interact with dogs more often. I 
believe, by bringing in more funds, it will help the stray dogs 
greatly too!

In my fundraising role, I got to know more about myself 
in terms of strengths and weaknesses, and I also feel a great 
sense of achievement when the events I have contributed to 
are launched successfully. When there is an event coming up, 
I would stay up very late to finish the tasks I have on hand, 
even though I have to wake up early for my day job the next 
day. Sometimes I do feel tired, but I guess the passion for 
doing the things I love empowers me to contribute as much as 

Belle, our fundraising volunteer, writes about her passion to make a difference in the lives of our street dogs.

I can, and the thought of it actually excites me! 
In year 2014, I took up the Secretary role and this didn’t 

stop me from continuing my work in the fundraising team. 
The role of Secretary required me to be very detailed and 
organised as there was so much paperwork to do. For a 
start, I was so overwhelmed with all the documentations that 
needed to be done, but after a while, I realized it gave me a 
different way of seeing things. I’ve since stepped down from 
the Secretary role to fully focus on my fundraising work. My 
wish is to see the stray dogs gain a better status in this society. 
I urge everyone who has the passion to make a difference in 
this society to join us!

In SOSD, I made some friends and gained great working 
experience with the people I collaborated with. Sometimes, 
when you look back, these memories are the most precious 
and unforgettable.

FUNDRAISING ESSENTIALS
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OUTREACH 
@ SOSD

No one is too young to give voice to a meaningful cause. En and 
Emm are a shining example that if you have the heart and passion, 
you can help make a difference in changing the world for helpless 
and voiceless animals.

En and Emm are partners advocating for humanity and the 
societal co-existence of human and sentient lives. En is just four 
years old, SOSD’s youngest advocate to date. In July, Emm went 
to school with her human brother at PAP Community Foundation 
kindergarten, as his partner for a special feature with SOSD 
Team Outreach. Working together, En demonstrated to his 

peers on how to walk Emm, feed and pat her. He also spoke to 
his friends about the acceptance of black dogs and corrected the 
misconception that black dogs are scary.

We are so proud of En. Though just four years old, his 
life preaches a powerful message that society needs constant 
reminder of: that our moral progress stems from the way we treat 
the helpless and voiceless — our animals. We also want to thank 
En’s parents for being the pivotal foundation of his humanity in 
his early years — when we teach a child in the way of compassion 
and kindness he will never depart from it.

PAP Community Foundation kindergarten

Nan Hua High School and Edgefield Secondary School

A week later, we were glad that teachers and students from Nan 
Hua High School and Edgefield Secondary School opened their heart 
to SOSD and our street dogs in a very meaningful programme they had 
organised for their students. Through an eye-opening talk conducted 
by our Team Outreach volunteers, the young students learnt more 
about the truth of our street dogs, the relentless perils of their hard 
street lives, and how each person has the capacity to make a difference. 
The programme ended with a tour of the SOSD Rehabilitation Centre 
where our rescued dogs met with these young passionate hearts who 
will give them a voice — the students at Nan Hua will participate in the 
cause by creating posters to raise public awareness about the plight 
of our street dogs. We are very encouraged that more schools and 
institutions are opening up to understanding our street dogs better, 
and learn about how humanity and sentient lives can co-exist in our 
common space. Together in the same heart and mind, we can make a 
difference in our community.
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Hwa Chong Institution

SOSD is proud to pioneer an ongoing in-house weekly 
programme where participants from Hwa Chong Institution will 
be trained to get some of our dogs ready for adoption, and also 
prepare suitable candidates for SOSD’s animal-assisted activity, 
the Healing Paws programme.

Under SOSD’s training, committed and passionate 
youngsters from Hwa Chong Institution will not only learn about 
dog behaviour, but also be taught how to help our dogs become 
comfortable with people and different surroundings.

We hope that such collaborations will increase people’s 
awareness of the stray-dog situation and give society 
opportunities for involvement in changing the world for these 
street dogs.

Meet and Greet at Raffles Place

Team Outreach also headed out to the streets at Raffles 
Place with our Healing Paws partners to engage and encourage 
members of the public to sign up for our Light Up Your Life 
Charity Run. It was a hot afternoon but our two- and four-legged 
volunteers were kept busy for the entire two-hour session saying 
hello to everyone who came specially to visit us! Look out for more 
of such events in the month of October!



UPCOMING 
EVENTS

PB8

Gear up for the most exciting run of the year as humans and canines alike take over 
the night on 3 October! If running isn’t quite your thing, don’t fret because we have 
a fun-filled carnival, performances and adoption drive planned for the night. Mark 
your calendars!

Date: 
3 October 
Venue: 

Big Splash, East Coast 
Park

Time: 
5pm-11pm

LIGHT UP YOUR 
LIFE RUN

ABOUT OUR SPONSOR
SILVERSKY PTE LTD

Silversky is your one-stop pet food distributor in Singapore, bringing you honest and premium brands of pet food and accessories 
to Singapore. Our values are based on our unwavering commitment to champion sound and holistic health choices for your pets. 

We are proud to represent Wellness® Pet Food as the presenting sponsor for Light Up Your Life Run 2015. It is an honour having 
Wellness® as our esteemed partner for several years. With over 100 years of experience under their belt in making honest and 
natural pet food, we are compelled to extend their long standing legacy by helping pets thrive, and educating pet parents about the 
importance of a healthy lifestyle through research and action.

Honouring groups that are dedicated to the wellbeing of dogs and cats reflects our fundamental responsibility to help pets thrive. 
Hence at Silversky, we are committed to giving back to the society. We support animal welfare organizations and activities that 
promote the power of natural nutrition and the benefits of healthy, active lifestyle. The majority of our charitable and sponsorship 
activity takes place in local communities where we live and work together.

Follow us on Facebook (SilverskySG) and Instagram (silverskypets) for updates.

Our Facebook link here:
https://www.facebook.com/SilverskySG

Instagram link (silverskypets) here:
https://instagram.com/silverskypets/


